[image: ]
Surrey hall
Binfield Road
Stockwell
SW4 6TB 

0207 498 1193/4
Stockwell@mrnnursery.co.uk


Dear Parent / Carer

Thank you for enquiring about Magic Roundabout Nursery in Stockwell.

MRN caters for all children from 3 months to 5 years on either a full or part-time basis. The Nursery is open between 7.30 am and 7 pm, Monday to Friday, all year round.

MRN is committed to providing a high quality childcare service in a multicultural environment that is child led, and where each child is treated as a valued and respected individual by a specialist team of childcare professionals. 


MRN Code of Practise

1 To provide for the diverse and challenging needs of each child enabling them to participate in activities that seeks to enhance their intellectual, creative, spiritual, social, physical and emotional individual growth.
 
2 To offer children the experience of communication and socialisation with people regardless of race, culture, creed or special needs.

3 To offer and support a stimulating and varied learning environment to enable each child to reach their full potential. 

4 To ensure all children encounter equal opportunities, respect and an anti discriminatory environment when on MRN premises. 

5 To work in partnership with parent/carers for the good of the child.

6 To actively maintain and pursue high ethical standards which openly encourages communication with other agencies.

8 To provide a warm, safe and stimulating atmosphere that actively encourages a child led environment.

9 To uphold all MRN aims and strategies.   
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Magic Roundabout operates an ‘Open Policy’ which encourages parents to drop in at any time and participate in all areas of Nursery life.

Our Nursery is made up of seven rooms at present:  

1 The rooms that cater for children under 2 years of age have a ratio of 1 adult to 3 children.  

2 The rooms that cater for children from 2 years to 3 years of age have a ratio of 1 adult to 4 children.  

3 The rooms that cater for children from 3 years to 5 years of age have ratio of 1 adult to 8 children.  

	
SESSION
	
TIME
	
INCLUDES


	
Full day

	
7.30 am – 7 pm

It is recommended your child does no more than 9hrs per day. 
	
Breakfast, morning snack of fruit, lunch, tea (i.e sandwiches, scrambled egg on toast etc) late snack of fruit if required


	
Morning

	
7.30 am – 1 pm
	
Breakfast, morning snack of fruit, lunch


	
Afternoon

	
1.30 pm- 7pm
	
Tea (i.e sandwiches, scrambled egg on toast etc) and late snack of fruit if required



Session use is flexible and you may use your allotted hours to suit your requirement, such as paying for a fulltime place and using 9am to 5.30pm. Please inform staff if your child will be attending after 10am so they can be included in the lunch numbers and if you will be collecting before the end of session time so your child is prepared.  

Menu 

Magic Roundabout menus ensure the children have a balanced nutritional meal daily. All food is prepared and cooked from scratch using fresh local produce with no added salt or sugar. 

Our menus take into account each child’s dietary requirements whether medical, religious or just general likes and dislikes.

We offer multicultural menus and try to ensure that food offered to children with specific requirements resembles the general meal on offer.   
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Snacks will usually be a variety of fruit with treats such as biscuits and crisps being offered occasionally. We offer plain crisps and rich tea biscuits only as they contain little or no additives and are suitable for most children.  Alternatives will be sourced for children who cannot have them.
                  
Drinks are either water from the Nursery water cooler, diluted fresh juice or milk and will be offered throughout the day.

Example

Breakfast – Toasted brown bread with butter or honey, Weetabix, porridge and milk or water.

Morning snack – Fresh fruit, water, milk or juice.

Lunch – Angel hair pasta with a fresh vegetable sauce or fresh tomato sauce, poached pears and fresh meringues.

Afternoon snack – Fresh fruit, water, milk or juice.  

Tea – Finger food such as assorted cheeses, carrots, cucumber, tomato, raisins, celery and crackers, fresh fruit, milk or water.   

There is always enough food or drink prepared for the children to have what they require and an alternative will be offered if required.

Curriculum

MRN has a balanced approach to early education with a curriculum that combines the Early Learning Goals with each child’s specific requirements. This provides the children with an understanding of the educational format as well as ensuring your child’s global development is catered for and so aid the ‘step up’ to formal schooling.  





Art & Design

This area is set up with a varied range of activities such as corn flour, painting, water, jelly, pasta, cutting and sticking. The children are encouraged to explore new textures and designs, to express their feelings, recognize colours and shapes and use their imagination to the full. All of these activities are used in a variety of ways, which include using a variety of equipment.
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Mathematics


There are various areas and activities such as water, home corner, shop etc that incorporate the use of numbers, number skills, shape and space, weight and volume. There will also be puzzles and games set out daily that cover this area. The children will be able to explain and develop their skills at their own pace with adult encouragement and interaction.

Language & Literacy

We cover the basic skills of talking and communicating with one another. The children learn these skills by being given the chance to express themselves at their own pace and in the knowledge that they are being listened to. To encourage this we have a book corner where the child can read alone, in a group situation or even act out the story, which encourages sharing, and turn taking. We also have an area where they can develop their writing and spelling skills using age appropriate equipment.
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Music

This includes listening as well as playing, enjoying rhythm, singing, clapping and dancing. There is always one form or another taking place during the Nursery day. This includes all age ranges. The children are encouraged to participate in simple rhythm and songs using clapping and instruments to accompany the activity. The older children will be taught songs and listen to music from different cultures to extend their developing skills.

Science & Technology

This is about exploring and investigating. The children are encouraged to investigate, observe and ask questions. This can be done whilst playing with a variety of activities including messy, cooking, bricks and games where they will be encouraged to take note and discuss their ideas and observations. They will also learn how to operate simple gadgets such as an electronic till and other battery operated children's equipment. They will learn to experiment with such items as magnets and objects that float and sink. Treasure baskets and heuristic play are also a large part of this area and the children will be able to explore a wide range of everyday objects.

Geography & History

The children are taught about their surroundings and which names are given to landmarks such as supermarkets, post boxes, trees and telephone boxes. They will be encouraged to talk about where they live, by what means they come to the Nursery, other places they have visited, what used to happen a long time ago, what happens to places with the passing of time, how they change and why. They will learn how people get from one place to another and about the seasons and climate. This will be done through games, stories, trips outside, themes, photographs and discussion.

The Nursery will incorporate a variety of themes into the curriculum as well as spontaneous activities.
There will be a weekly activities time-table on the notice board explaining what the children will be participating in during their time in the Nursery. This will show internal and external activities.

In addition to the general activities each child will be allocated a key worker and your child will participate in specific group or individual activities with this person.
  
Key-worker

A key-worker is the person who builds a secure and positive relationship with designated children in her care.

This person will monitor and provide for the developmental and emotional needs of her allocated children and, in line with other staff, will provide consistent boundaries.

The key-worker will maintain this progress by regular observation, assessment, record keeping and planning to ensure all the child’s needs are met. 
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Nursery fees 

Fees are payable in advance by direct debit on 1st of each month – if you are unable to pay in this way please discuss alternatives with the Nursery Administrator.

One full month refundable deposit is required to secure your place. On the termination of your child’s place your deposit will be returned to you providing the correct notice period of one month has been received.


A first sibling will receive a 10% discount with a second sibling receiving a 7% discount on full time places.
 
All fees are reviewed annually.  





The nursery opening times are as follow. Please refer to the attached price list for the cost per session.

	
Sessions

	
Times
	
Daily
	
Monthly

	
Full day

	
7.30 am – 7pm
	

	See fees as attached

	
Morning

	
7.30am – 1pm
	

	


	
Afternoon

	
1.30pm – 7pm
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Discounted Fees

1 Early Years Ltd Scheme
In 1990, the Government introduced a significant piece of legislation that allows employees to save money on Nursery fees. This legislation allows for the provision of workplace Nursery care to be a tax deductible expense for the employer and a non-taxable benefit in kind for the employees. This legislation has been updated and added to over the years and there exists Inland Revenue consultation papers that explore extending and rationalising the benefit to make it easier to operate and understand. 
Early Years (www.earlyyears.net) act as managing agents on your employers behalf to:

1. Make childcare more affordable for you.
2. Provide extra income for your chosen workplace Nursery.
3. Procure these benefits for you without your employer incurring any extra costs.

	Annual Salary
	220
	250
	300
	350
	400
	450
	500
	550
	600
	700
	800

	60000
	48
	62
	85
	108
	131
	154
	177
	200
	224
	270
	316

	50000
	48
	62
	85
	108
	131
	154
	177
	200
	224
	270
	316

	40000
	48
	62
	85
	108
	131
	154
	177
	200
	224
	270
	316

	35000
	48
	62
	85
	108
	131
	154
	177
	200
	224
	270
	316

	30000
	48
	62
	85
	108
	131
	154
	177
	200
	224
	270
	316

	25000
	25
	36
	56
	75
	95
	114
	134
	153
	172
	212
	250

	20000
	25
	36
	56
	75
	95
	114
	134
	153
	172
	212
	250

	15000
	25
	36
	56
	75
	95
	114
	134
	 
	 
	 
	 



For more information on how to join this scheme please speak to the nursery manager.




Nursery Closure

The Nursery will close for weekends and Bank Holidays only. 

In addition to this the Nursery may be closed for up to three staff training days throughout the year.

All dates are displayed on the Parents Notice Board within the Nursery.
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Viewing the Nursery

If you would like to view the nursery it is recommended you make an appointment to enable a personal tour of the establishment which will also enable us to answer any questions you may have. Please telephone (020 7498 1193/4) to arrange a suitable appointment.





Application

If you would like to register your child please complete the registration form attached and return it to the Nursery. Your child will then be placed on the waiting list. You will receive confirmation of this and a number, which will inform you of where your child is on the list. In some cases you may find that we have a place available immediately and in this case the Manager will phone to arrange a suitable settling in period. 

If your child is on the waiting list you will be informed immediately a space becomes available. Children may start or leave the Nursery at any time throughout the year, subject to giving one month written notice.

MRN hope the enclosed information has been informative but please do not hesitate to contact us at the Nursery or by telephone if you wish to discuss anything further.







Yours sincerely







Magic Roundabout Nurseries




Revised

19th January 2009                                                                          
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